
HERE is an artist's sketch of how the shop
ping center the Kro er Co. will develop at the 
Swayne Field o at Monroe St. and 
Detroit Ave. this summer will look. Demoli

cn of the ball park facilities is under way 
and will take about 90 days. Plans are to 

:r_c}t�d� �, __ do 1 -b-s 

have at least the lCro er store ready for open
in this year. Th re will be space for six or 
eight retail stores in the center and a paved 
parking area will have a capacity ·of around 
1,000 cars The center will front on Monroe 

J 

St. Cost of the project wa . n osed.�_
1

•
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Swayne Field Is Sold 
lfl..s Shopping Center Site .. 

Kroger Buys 

Park; Razing 

To Start Soon 

100,000 In Area 
The Toledo branch manRge 

�aid hi� company's surveys in,, 
dicate that mor� than 100,009 
persons live in the Swayn 
Field area, and that it i 
ea:c;il ac-ce sible fron. all par 

Sale of Swayne Field, Tole- of that dist,·ict.

do's baseball park at ,Monroe Con. truction of the store Oft 
St. and Detroit Ave., to the the ball-park site is part of a 

Kroger t'Xpansion plan in_ th• kroger Co. for development of Toledo area, which began wjtll 
• shopping center was an the building o[ the Hill Ave.
nounced today by Al E. Reub� warehou::;e, and the Miracl

resident of the Swayne Field\ Mile 8nd Parkway Plaza store
The ompany alsc. has an� 

Co. • noun<"ed it will build anothe:
Carl S. Fuller, Toledo brancll 1arge ! in the Westgate 

manager ot the national groc- . hopping center at Secor Rd 
ry chain, said that work of de, and West Central Ave. 
oli. bing the stands and re-- Kroger has 48 stores in th toving the floodlights will be. Toledo branch under Mr. Ful 
n a. . oon as . ome of the tech- \er .• Many ·millions of dollar 
cal details of the transaction have been spent by the co 

are completed. pany since World War II m() 
''Sale of the ball park wall ernizing and expandinf store 

�celerated by the withdrawalJ and ln new ones .. 
f the Toledo Sox franchis The new Miracle Mile store 
·ithout notice by the MUwau- is the large. t at present in th
ee club, which left the owners K1·oger chain, but a portion 

� Swayne Field with. an expen-- it is being used for trainint 
ive piece of land and no ten-. personnel. Stores r e c e ntl 

ant," Mr. Reuben said. closed bv the company includ 
tho. e on Glendale Ave., o 

Pri ot Di closed Wayne st. and in Perrysburi 
Although the price was not Before. the Sox were wit 

disclosed, it has been under• drawn from Toledo, there ha 
stood that the Swayne Field been ll nor3 that the 7�1lO 
Co. has been asking about 500,· ball-parlt site was to be ol 
000. Directors accepted the to a Chicago mail-order co 
Kroger orfer la. t week, and the pan.v fot• construction of. a d 
oiler wa� to be presented tG partment tore. Bu� the Swa 
the stockholders by mail today. Field own°rs and Chicago c 
The dit·ectors own a majority cern could not reach a 
he sloek, .Mr. Reuben said. ci. ion g_reeable to b,:;:o�t ... h.._ __ ...., 

The negotiations were handled T
O 

led.o 13 la..d.�
by Mr. Reuben, a Toledo real-1 •L" tor, and James Wickert wh 10 - 3-S.7 
i11 Kroger's Toledo real 'e ta
manager. 

R�pre _entatives, ol Kroger' 
engmeermg and constructio:a1 departments will be· in Toledo 
oon io arrangt: for razing th

4&-yt>ar-old ball park. 



Work Started At Kroger Center
--··-.. =· 
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GROUNDBREAKING FOR NEW CENTER TAKES PLACE IN RIGHT FIELD 

FTom left, Mayor C:zeluata, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Hall and Mr. Entenman 

Bulld_Qtpr.Dreaks Ground

At Kroger Shopping Area 
Company President Attends Ceremony; 

Swayne Field Project To Cost $1.5 Million 
Groundbreaking ceremonies 'Vote Of Confidence'
r the sliopping center Kroger 

Co. is developing at the Swayne Construction of the Swayne
rretcl"' property, Monroe St. and Field center here is part of
Detroit Ave., were held to.da�. Kroger's multimillion - dollar
Cost of the project will be "vote of confidence" in the
around $1.5 million. Toledo area, Mr. Fuller said. 

On hand for the event W"' s 
It is part of a building pro

... gram started last year with Joseph B. Hall, Cincinnati, the consti:uction of a newpresident of Kroger. He said ware�ouse and office buildingthe development is the first on Hill Ave. to sel'Ve 41 retail
ever undertaken by the com- stores in the Toledo branch.
pany. Normally, Kroger leases Recently o pen e d Kroger ..space in buildings owned by stores ar e in the Miracle Mile
others. and Parkway Plaza hopping
Store Principal Unit · 

!
center . Other new ones are 

_Princj,pal unit in the cen�er i,cheduled for Westgate Village 
will be a Kroger store con�am- Shopping Center Se-cor Rd,
ing 30,000 square feet. Besides, d w t C t 1' A there will be space for 12 to 15 an e en ra ve., and m
other retail firms and a paved the. Gre�t Eastern Shoppers
parking area, for 600 ears. Mart which 1s. under construe-
Stores will face Monroe St. pon on Woodville Rd. 

Kroger bought Swayne Field Fr d W. Entenman, Inc.,

after the Toledo Sox: baseball Secor Rd., contractor for the
team was moved away. The Kr�ger warehouse-office, will
47-year-old stands ha'V been build the Swayne Field center.
razed and the site leveled. -,- z- 13 � 
Bulldozers and oth_e1· earth • .._ c; P O '- A O � 
movers were on the Job today. '7 - ..3 _ ..,-" L 

A bulldozer 1·ather than the
traditional shove� was Used for
th groundbreaJnng to s1gru!Y
th: size of the project, sa�d

Carl Fuller. Kroger Tole,,.o

ranch manager. 

-----

Kroger Names Tripp 
To Toledo Buying Po•t 

C. Ellis Tripp, 1651 Longwood
Dr., has been appointed assist

t ant gro c e r y 
. .; buyer for the
¾ K r  �ger Co.'s 

' ,i To eao branch,
Carl F u 11 e r,
branch man
ager, said to
day. 

Mr. T ripp 
joined the com
pany in 1944 as 
a carry-out boy 
and began fu.11-
t i m e employ
ment in 1949. 

Prior to attending Michigan 
State University, where he par
ticipated in a company-spon
sored food distribution course, 
Mr. Tripp was manager of the 
Kroger store at Cherry and 
Bancroft Sts. 

-(o,.:oo BLnDE
1 - f -��,. 
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FINISHING TOUCHES BEING PUT ON QUEEN OF KROGER STORES IN ANTICIPATION OF OPENING

Unit, largest in 1,500-store chain, ia on aite lornNrly occupied by Swayne Field baseball park 

Kroger's Swayne Field 
Outlet Opens T uesdoy 

MAY 3 1957 

New Toledo Store Is Largest 
In Company's 21-State Chain 

Kro er Co. literally has pulled all the stops to make

the new Swayne Field outlet the flag store of the entire

chain. It is scheduled to open Tuesday with Richard

Koster as manager. 
The store is th� biggest in the Kroger cpain of some

1,500 units in 21 states and .-----------

it incorporates features not

f o u n d in other Kroger

,tores. 
These include gourmet and 

telicatessen departments, a 
barbecue, a _fresh fish depart-
a 11 o f  -·t·b·�
r.oasts, a smok-

veyers will make it possible for 
nine persons to handle mer
e h a n d i s e from trucks to 
shelves, whereas a store of 
comparable size under former 
material h a n d 1 i n g methods 
would require around 90. 
Electric Eie Units -Blade Photo■ 

A FEATURE OF STORE IS BARBECUE DEPARTMENT 

Plan• ar• to cuafom cook crny typ• and kind of meat rs' center un
,er the direc
tion of a to bac
conist, a lunch 
counter, a n d 
the 1 a r g e s t  
frozen food de
p ar t m e n  t 
in the Kroger 
chain. 

The checkout stands are 
equipped with electric eye units 
which control moving belts. 
When a piece of merchandise 
breaks the beam, the belt stops. Otherwise, it keeps moving. 

City, who was responsible for Swayne Field. The ball park 
Chrysler and Dodge auto inte- was razed to make way for the 

The unders t  o r e  storage Mr. Koster area, equipped 
with gravity and 

rior and exterior color designs. shopping development. 
Colors incl�de blue, muted Assisting Mr. Koster as co-

In its attempt to outdo all other Kroger stores, the company has authorized Mr. Koster Vil stock any type or brand of ood product. 
:•If the customer wants someh:ing and we don't have it we will get it," he said. ' 
The Swayne Field store will be tl:ie only one in the chain operating under this policy. The others are restricted as to brands. 

Parking For 550 Cars The store and the base area contain 44 000 ment
and the paved • k" square feet
accommodate ��� m� area Will
will be between 150au °cj· There ployees includi an 200 em. 
help. ' ng part - time 

The Swayne F' 1 which eventual} ie d_ center,other stores is fu! f" Will haveby Kroger u; dev 1 1rst attempt
unit with its owne op a shopping

I . money nter1or de . · 
Howard Ketchcorations are by em, of New York 

green �nd spicy �oral-red:, col- managers are Willard Baggett ors w�ch are said to be psy- and John Ritter. Warren Worm
cholog1cally planned to .�ake ington will man�ge the barbe-customers spend money• cue, gourmet and delicatesse Kroger will operate all de- departments and the 1unJpartments of the store with the counter exception of a Schauss-Daso bake shop. In another part of the store Kroger's regular lines of baked goods wil) be carried. 
Outlet Ex-Manager 

f Mr. Koster, the manager, was ormerly �anager of the Kro
ltt 

0�tlet m the Miracle Mile 0PPing Center. 
M � interesting angle is that
b.tr_. oster at one time had am � ions of becomin s1onal baseball ' a Profes
dreamed of pl P ayer and aymg ball in 



-Blade Phot� 

BASEBALL MOTIF IS CARRIED OUT AT OPENING OF.NEW KROGER STORE 
Player•, from lelt, were Mr. Hall, Mayor C�eluata _and Mr. Fuller 

Kroger Tries 
New Pitch At 
Swayne Store 

1

/1 We Don't Have It, 
I 

We Will Get It,' Aim 
At Largest In Chain 

That little game out in left 
field at Swayne Field yester
day wasn't baseball, naturally, 
but the grand opening of the 
Kro1er Co. 's new super-store. 

On hand and in baseball cap's 
of c�urse, were Joseph B. Han', 
Cincinnati, president ot Kroger 
and Mayor Czelusta. The two' 
while maybe in the mood to� 
baseball, operated an over
sized pair of 1hears !or the 
ribbon-cutting instead. 

Carl Fuller, vice pre ident of 
the company's Toledo division, 
was there complete with carna
tion, bas ball and bat. It still 
ian't quite clear why he had 
them, the ball and bat that is, 
unleu perhaps the store is go
inl to ell them. It is going to
,tock � about .everything 

The new store, largest in the 
Kroger chain, has been estab
lished as a sort of experiment 

I and an e�ensive one at that. 
The idea is to try out ideas 
never before used in Kroger 
merchandising. 

The plan is to meet the de
mand for any item of food. 
Motto of the store will be "if 
we don't have it, we will get 
it," according to Richard Kos
ter, manager. 
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. - Blade Photo by Luke 8'adr Banner of Chris' Grocery .-p:Jus hangs on store, repiaces logo that stood since 1957

Loc�I t;a,cerSucceeds Kroger 
The Swayne iair � lird barbecued chicken and ribs Mr. Joseph said the store will · s�ore,_ which helped transform �e· �ll��-tp·order; had a l�nch counter, have carry-out hel�rs ·and basfirm mto a modem grocery ch�m, and· �a-tered t_o the ethnic communi- hired a security service. 

· has become the largest ship 9/ a ty- by· featuring·· Polish foods and James McIntyre,. a Kroger-
newer company. . ·�;' . h�ld.ing "Polish Qights," complete spokesman, said the �peration lost

Christopher Joseph, owner of . · _wjth• cQstuJned_.· dancers. money for several years. • 
Chris' Grocery Plus, took control of .:.. · Mr Joseph -�id •be plans to con--

"We saw no reasonable prospects 
the 44,0��-square-foot store _April · .tinue: the traditio�s: by featuring fo� making the ·store successful," he 
19, _and 1t s now open for business. special produce and �thnic items, _ said. . •. . :_ Signs a�e to be erected today, �nd sµch as ginger roo� and greens, a �- Joseph said he believ.es �at 
the store 1S to hold a grand opening fresh seafood counter, and meats an mdependent grocer. �d _s�aller 
next week as the second Grocery smoked in the store. _ co�pany can make · it profitable_ 
Plus. __ _ agam. 

The Swayne Field store opened in "We're not going to be a totally- Mr. Joseph was reared as a mem-
1957 as Kroger's first ventur� into a ethnic store. We are going to serve ber of the family that owned the_ 

. shopping center. At that time, it was the Old West End, the Westmore- _ former Joseph's �:upe�ke�-��re. 
·the largest store in the chain� -land area, and ... 'yuppies' who· He opened Chris's Grocery Plus, a

Although it was a new concept for have moved into those areas," Mr. 22,000-square-foot store at ·the cor
Kroger, it clung to grocery tradi- Jpseph said. "We're going to stress ner of Cherry Street and Delaware 
tions of catering to its neighborhood. meats, produce, and fish." Avenue, in 1985. 
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